
 

Preparedness Plan - Winter / Spring 2021  
(COVID-19) 

Mission: All kids would know and grow in their relationship with Jesus and showcase 
Jesus with their words and how they live. 

 
Purpose of this document: to provide clear guidelines, policies, and protocols for our 
Kids, parents, caregivers, and leaders, to ensure a safe and caring environment 
(in-person) to grow in one’s relationship with Jesus Christ and others.  
 
We know this pandemic has been extremely difficult for many families with children in 

the home.  

We are aware of all of this. As our Board of Ministry, staff, and pastoral team make 

decisions; we hope you know they are in the best interest of your child’s safety.  

If we choose to gather physically, we understand each family will personally risk assess 

and decide what they are comfortable with. For those kids whose parents and 

caregivers are ready for their children to meet face-to-face in an indoor setting, we ask 

that everyone abide by the following guidelines.  

Our role as followers of Jesus is to put others before ourselves. This document is our 

best effort to help each other do that and mitigate risk, especially those in the 

vulnerable categories.   

This document has been reviewed and adopted by the Pastoral team, staff, and Board 

of Ministry members on January 22, 2021 

All for Jesus we serve, Eric Rose - Associate Pastor of Spiritual Formation  

 
 
 
 

 



Current WFMC Safety Protocols: 
 

1. Love one another from 6 ft apart (Social Distancing per CDC guidelines ) 1

a. Seating spaced apart. 
b. The hallway is used as a transition space only. 

2. We Highly Recommend Masks (per CDC guidelines  and State of Michigan - 2

Executive Order ) 3

3. Sanitization Stations / Washing of Hands (per CDC guidelines )  4

4. Meeting at 50% or less capacity.  
5. “Asking The Questions” (of those serving and posting for all who enter)  

a. “Are you feeling sick today?” 
b. “In the past 14 days, have you (Child or student) been exposed to anyone 

who is currently COVID-19 positive?” 
i. Close-Contact (Exposure - per CDC) = “Someone who was within 6 feet of 

an infected person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 
24-hour period* starting from 2 days before illness onset (or, for 
asymptomatic patients, two days before test specimen collection) until the 
time the patient is isolated”.  5

c. “In the past 14 days, have you been tested positive for COVID-19?” 
d. “Do you have any of the following symptoms?”  6

i. Cough 
ii. Fever (100.4 F) 

*Sunday morning leaders have temperature checks 
iii. Chills 
iv. Muscle pain 
v. Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
vi. Sore throat 
vii. New loss of taste and smell 

We are asking that those who answer yes to these questions or have any of the 
following symptoms attend church functions virtually and consult their doctor. 

6. Cleaning / Air Purification - weekly cleaning and sanitizing is conducted along with 
an air purifying system (Halo).  

 

1 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html 
2 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html 
3 https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-534169--,00.html 
4 https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html 
5 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact  
6 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html 
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Reasons to consider re-opening 
(in-person) Kids Min. 

Recent considerations that have 
caused us to hold off thus far 

To provide a particular place for kids to 
learn about God and connect with others. 
This would foster the emotional, mental, 
social, and spiritual health of all kids and 
families.   

Secondary Schools are currently online - 
based on case number, staff health, and 
other issues. Thus our community has not 
been comfortable with most kid-related 
activities, including school, sports, and 
church.  

Encourages more parents with children to 
attend in-person worship since there is a 
place for their kids. Parents have 
expressed wanting to come back to 
worship but want a place for their kids.  

An anticipated difficulty for adult leaders 
to ensure kids are socially distancing.  

Schools are beginning to open up for 
in-person (or hybrid) learning. Livonia 
Schools have begun in-person (hybrid) 
learning. Wayne-Westland School Supt. 
and the School Board of Education 
proposal a start date for in-person 
(hybrid) to start for K-12th grades on 
March 1 (was be approved by Board of 
Education on Jan 12th) 

A stark contrast of risk assessment 
between parents and caregivers. “Survey 
on Parents/Caregiver Re-Entry to Sunday AM 
Kids Quest and Comfortability” - Sent out 
1/27/2021 
 
 
 
 

Studies show that settings like schools 
and sports are not causing the spread of 
the virus between kids and families.  

 

Suppose the current science shows that 
returning in-person can do this safely, 
and it’s in the best interest of the children 
and families to pursue Jesus in the 
community context. In that case, we 
should consider what steps we can take 
to figure out how to do children’s ministry 
well in the current context.  

 



 
Kids Min Child and Adult Volunteer Protocols and Overall Guidelines (IF IN-PERSON) 
 

1. Flexibility and Fluidity (in an ever-changing world) - Various directives from state/local 
government, our denomination, and our local board of ministry may require that groups 
shift the meeting space from in-person to virtually (or vice versa). 

2. Personal Risk Assessment - Each Sunday, we ask that families assess what risks they 
are willing to take to interact with others and what risks they may pose to other people. 
By attending, families acknowledge that there is a possibility that someone in the family 
may contract a virus such as strep, the flu, or covid-19. Therefore, assuming personal 
liability. We ask that each family choose to attend in-person church functions only if 
everyone in the family passes the wellness assessment we have provided in our Well 
Child/Adult Volunteer policy  (pg. 5). The full policy can be found on Page 15 of our 
WFMC Kids’ Ministry Policy and Procedures.  

3. Illness – Parents, Caregivers, and Kids should stay home if they or anyone in their 
household is sick. 

4. Exposure/Close Contact - Any parent, caregiver, leader, or child who is exposed to 
COVID or comes into contact with someone who has been exposed to COVID must stay 
away from in-person growth group meetings for ten days. Exposure is defined as 
Someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or 
more over 24 hours* starting from 2 days before illness onset (or, for asymptomatic patients, 
two days prior to test specimen collection) until the time the patient is isolated.  If someone 7

has been exposed (per the definition above) and comes to a class or group meeting, 
state guidelines say that the church board (through Pastor Eric or Tyson) must be 
notified to determine the next steps.  

5. Kids Check-in: will include a volunteer with gloves and mask, handing you your kid’s 
check-in badge sticker, and the parent or caregiver applying the sticker to their children. 

6. Kid’s Check-out: Parents/Caregivers will enter from the east side and will present their 
badge, or if you are aware of who they are...you can always ask, “can I see your badge 
number?” 

7. Food – We are exploring what this may look like. Best practices to date feature 
prepackaged individual servings, so when food is resumed, this will most likely be the 
approach. We will have water bottles available for the kids since the church’s water 
fountains are currently shut off. 

8. Temperature Checks - For our children’s safety, leaders and Check-in Hosts will be 
temperature checked before entering and serving in the kid’s space. If someone has a 
100.4 F or higher temperature, they will be asked to worship from home that Sunday.  

9. Greetings – As much as some will miss hugging or shaking hands with other parent’s 
caregivers and kids, for now, we’ll continue our practice of social distancing (6ft apart)! 

7 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact  
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10. Masks – We highly recommend parents, caregivers, and kids (over 2) wear masks 
while in the classroom. We REQUIRE all leaders and Check-in hosts (Kid’s ministry and 
otherwise) to wear a mask during their time of serving with our kids.   

11. Cleaning – We ask all leaders to disinfect surfaces and objects frequently touched 
after the group (Door handles, chairs, tables, etc.). This will be done either with Clorox 
wipes, the Halo, or some combination of cleaning products.   

12. Social Distancing – We highly encourage parents and caregivers to remind their kids 
to social distance before entering the classroom or gathering space. We will most likely 
be opening up a more ample gathering space in the Kid’s Quest area downstairs and 
utilizing the main space and prayer rooms.  

13. Nursery/Cry Room & Pre-School to Kindergarten - At this time, we will provide 
staffing for the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. On the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the 
month, the 2-3 rooms will be unstaffed for small children’s parents to watch the 
services. Small children are also welcome in the worship service with their parents.  

14. Classroom Structure - This will be based on the number of children, potential 
staffing, and the room that gives us the best abilities to adhere to the current state, 
local, and denominational guidelines. At this time, we are only staffing 1st-5th grade Kids 
quest. As more staff becomes available, we will be staffing those areas.  

15. High-Risk Individuals – Those who are 65+ or those who have severe underlying 
health conditions are encouraged to worship online rather than in-person. 

-------------- 
From - Page 15 - WFMC Kids’ Ministry - Policy and Procedures -  

Well Child/Adult Volunteer policy – 

Any child entering the nursery or classroom MUST have been free of the following symptoms 
for 24 hours or more without the use of medication: 

● Fever  
● Cold/Flu or any contagious disease diagnosed by a health care official. 
● Green of yellow runny nose 
● Persistent cough 
● Diarrhea or Vomiting 
● Discharge in or around the eye 
● Rashes or Skin eruptions 

Signs and symptoms may include but not be limited to: 

● Fever, Headache, or Body/Muscle Aches 
● Runny or stuffy nose (congestion) 
● Sore throat or Dry cough 
● Diarrhea, Nausea, or Vomiting 
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● Extreme fatigue and tiredness 

 
Reopening Kids Min Criteria - 
 

● WFMC Board of Ministry / WFMC Staff & Pastoral Team - On January 12, 2021, 
the Board of Ministry (BOM) agreed to begin reopening the children’s ministry 
during a board meeting.   

● Volunteer Staffing - For proper staffing for our kid’s quests, we need at least two 
individuals. One must be an adult (18 years and older and Background checked); 
the second individual may be a responsible teenager approved by the adult 
leader and Pastor Eric. 

○ Volunteer Roster - We must have a minimum of 5 adult staff members 
committed for six months to run a sustainable kids’ quest.  

○ Volunteer Commitments - the following are what staff commits to in serving 
our  

■ Commit to a background check if you have not done so.  
■ Commit to serving a least once a month from March - Aug 2021. 
■ Commit to be flexible - as the world changes, so do we. 
■ Commit to enjoying seeing kids get together and learn about Jesus. 
■ Commit to being at the class area by 10:10 AM on Sunday mornings.  

○ Staff Support - Outside of looking over the lesson, there will be no additional 
prep needed as all necessary materials will be there when the teacher 
arrives. Again it is all about being simple! 

● Age Make-up - We will begin to have kids in 1st  to 5th grade in the same place 
(gym). We consider having kids break-up into small groups based on age after a 
whole group message/lesson. We will continue to evaluate the numbers of kids 
attending and available staff to return to two separate age groups. Teenagers 
NOT serving as assistant leaders to the adult leader cannot participate in or be 
present in Kid’s Min. Teenagers are encouraged to attend worship and Thursday 
night Anchor programs.  

● Kid Quest (Sunday AM) Flow and Schedule - SIMPLE AND IMPACTFUL - is the 
key. Here is a SAMPLE schedule.  

○ 10:10 - Teacher arrives - make sure everything is ready.  
○ 10:20 - Kid’s Check-in and Gym Opens for Kids K-5th grade. 
○ 10:20 - 10:32 - Kid’s mingle and connect with the teacher - may be a coloring 

page or person self-touch activity, as the adult leader greets.  
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○ 10:32 - 10:42 - Worship begins - Kids sing with a worship team or another 
worship video. 

○ 10:42-10:52 - Video Lesson 
○ 10:55-11:10 - Group discussion. Par off to form 2 groups.  
○ 11:10-20 - Group Activity (craft in a bag) / Or an active non-touch game 
○ 11:25-30 - Prayer time 
○ 11:30-40 - Free time 

   
 
Criteria for Closing Kid’s Min for up to 2 weeks or longer 

● WFMC Closes for In-person worship. 
● Not adequately staffed per our reopening criteria (see above)  
● The Southern Michigan Conference of the Free Methodist Church (SMCFMC) or 

local government officials provide a mandate that requires all churches to cease 
or cancel in-person ministry to children.  

● There is an outbreak of COVID-19 confirmed from exposure during an in-person 
Kid’s Quest Sunday AM. 

● If the Board of Ministry (BOM) deems it necessary to close. 
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